ENACTED 6/11/02


Introduced by Council Member Self:

ORDINANCE 2002-512-E

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING AND ADOPTING THE WONDERWOOD CONNECTOR CORRIDOR LAND USE AND ZONING STUDY, DATED APRIL, 2002, AND THE RECOMMENDATIONS CONTAINED IN THE STUDY; ESTABLISHING THE WONDERWOOD CONNECTOR CORRIDOR LAND USE AND ZONING STUDY AREA, GENERALLY CONSISTING OF THE INTRACOASTAL WATERWAY AT THE EASTERN END, PROCEEDING WEST ON MT. PLEASANT ROAD, MCCORMICK ROAD AND FT. CAROLINE ROAD TO MERRILL ROAD ON THE WESTERN END, AS DEFINED AND SHOWN ON THE STUDY MAPS AND SPECIFICALLY INCLUDING ALL PARCELS OF REAL PROPERTY WITH FRONTAGE ALONG OR IN CLOSE PROXIMITY TO THE WONDERWOOD CONNECTOR CORRIDOR RIGHT-OF-WAY ("STUDY AREA"); REQUIRING THAT ALL DEVELOPMENT AND REDEVELOPMENT WITHIN THE STUDY AREA MUST BE CONSISTENT AND COMPATIBLE WITH THE STUDY RECOMMENDATIONS; DELEGATING TO THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT THE AUTHORITY TO INTERPRET THE STUDY AND TO REVIEW ALL PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT AND REDEVELOPMENT WITHIN THE STUDY AREA TO ENSURE CONSISTENCY AND COMPATIBILITY WITH THE STUDY RECOMMENDATIONS; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the four-lane Wonderwood Connector project, including a new bridge to be constructed over the Intracoastal Waterway, will serve as a major link to provide access from and to Mayport Naval Station and the Beaches communities; and 

WHEREAS, the Wonderwood Connector will have sufficient right-of-way to accommodate six lanes, if needed, at a later date; and

WHEREAS, the Wonderwood Connector will extend through many existing neighborhoods, primarily comprised of single-family dwellings, and also through areas that are as yet undeveloped, but with the potential for residential development; and

WHEREAS, Objective 6.3 of the Traffic Circulation Element of the 2010 Comprehensive Plan requires that the City shall develop its ground transportation network in a manner which preserves and enhances community integrity and neighborhood identity; and

WHEREAS, Policy 3.1.18 of the Future Land Use Element of the 2010 Comprehensive Plan requires that the City shall recognize and maintain neighborhoods through the development and implementation of district plans and/or neighborhood plans which identify the needs of the City's neighborhoods and the opportunities to improve and maintain those neighborhoods in light of continued growth and development pressures with and surrounding them; and

WHEREAS, the proximity of the Wonderwood Connector to well-established residential areas west of the Intracoastal Waterway and the potential for the connector to negatively impact the residential neighborhoods it passes through warrants a detailed study of land use and zoning, and accordingly, Council Member Self requested the Planning and Development Department to undertake a study of the Wonderwood Connector Corridor and its potential impact in order to guide the City's future land use decisions with respect to development and redevelopment adjacent to the corridor; and

WHEREAS, the Planning and Development Department has completed the Wonderwood Connector Corridor Land Use and Zoning Study in April, 2002, and transmitted it to the City Council for its review and consideration; now therefore

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:

Section 1.

Approval and Adoption of Wonderwood Connector Corridor Land Use and Zoning Study and Establishment of Wonderwood Connector Corridor Study Area Boundaries.  The Wonderwood Connector Corridor Land Use and Zoning Study, dated April, 2002, is hereby approved and adopted as the planning guide for all development and redevelopment within the boundaries of the Wonderwood Connector Corridor Land Use and Zoning Study Area, generally consisting of the Intracoastal Waterway at the eastern end, proceeding west on Mt. Pleasant Road to McCormick Road and Ft. Caroline Road to Merrill Road on the western end, as defined and shown on Maps 1A and 1B of the study, and specifically including all parcels of real property with frontage along or in close proximity to the proposed Wonderwood Connector Corridor right-of-way ("Study Area"). A copy of the Wonderwood Connector Corridor Land Use and Zoning Study is on file with the Division of Legislative Services.


Section 2.

All Development and Redevelopment within the Study Area Compatible and Consistent with the Wonderwood Connector Corridor Study.
  All development and redevelopment within the Study Area, including, but not limited to, all public works projects and streetscape, partnerships with the City that require funding and all projects requiring permits, shall be consistent and compatible with the Wonderwood Connector Corridor Land Use and Zoning Study and the recommendations contained in the study.


Section 3.

Delegation of Authority.  The Council hereby delegates the authority and responsibility to interpret the Wonderwood Connector Corridor Land Use and Zoning Study and recommendations contained in the study and to review and to approve all proposed development and redevelopment within the Study Area, including the projects specified in Section 2 and all projects requiring permits, to the Director of the Planning and Development Department, or her designee, in order to ensure consistency and compatibility with the Wonderwood Connector Corridor Land Use and Zoning Study and recommendations contained therein.


Section 4.

Effective Date.  This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature.

Form Approved:

/s/ Theresa R. Matchett
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