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Introduced by Council President Hyde, substituted by the Rules Committee and amended on the Floor of the Council:

ORDINANCE 2006-192-E
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING RULE 4.102 (REGULAR COUNCIL MEETINGS), COUNCIL RULES, TO CHANGE THE REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING START TIME TO 5:00 PM; AMENDING RULE 4.301 (REGULAR ORDER OF BUSINESS), COUNCIL RULES, TO ADJUST THE ORDER OF BUSINESS AND PROVIDE DISCRETION TO THE COUNCIL PRESIDENT TO ALTER THE ORDER OF BUSINESS; PROVIDING FOR A PROSPECTIVE EFFECTIVE DATE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the City Council strives to create greater efficiency in conducting the business of the City; and

WHEREAS, the Ordinances and Resolutions on third reading are addressed at the end of the Council meeting and are many times the more controversial and detailed matters of the City’s business often appropriating hundreds of thousands of dollars; and

WHEREAS, the Council desires to rearrange the order of business on the council meeting agenda to move the portions of the meeting dealing with third reading final approvals of legislation to an early portion of the meeting where citizens in the Chamber and watching at home on television can witness them at a reasonable hour instead of their being voted on late at night as is sometimes the case with the current order of business; and
WHEREAS, the City Council is always interested in hearing comments and receiving input from the general public at its meetings, both with respect to particular items of business on the agenda and with respect to public policy issues or concerns that may not appear on the agenda as a formal item of business; and


WHEREAS, the public currently has several opportunities to address the City Council during its meetings, but the current order of business of the council does not permit citizens to know in advance a specific time when these public comment periods will occur, making it difficult for many interested citizens to appear before the council when they have other responsibilities of work, family and other activities to attend to and cannot spend hours in the Council Chamber waiting for the appropriate comment period to arrive; and


WHEREAS, while the Council is glad to have input from the general public on matters of public policy, the public’s opportunity for general comment on items not specifically related to legislation pending on the agenda must be balanced against the council’s need to proceed through its agenda in an expeditious manner and to not unduly impose on the time of those citizens attending a meeting with an interest in and perhaps a plan to comment on a particular bill; now therefore
BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.
 
Rule 4.102 (Regular Council Meetings), Council Rules, is hereby amended to read as follows:

CHAPTER 4.  PROCEDURES

PART 1. 
MEETINGS; QUORUM
*  *  *

RULE 4.102

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETINGS.
The Council shall hold regular meetings on the second and fourth Tuesdays of each month commencing at 6:00 5:00 p.m. except for the second Tuesday in July and the fourth Tuesday in December; and except that when a regular meeting day shall fall on a legal holiday observed by the City, or on an election day, the regular meeting of the Council shall be held on the following day at the same time and place.  Notwithstanding any provision in these rules to the contrary, if a regular meeting day shall fall on a date that coincides with the observances of a religious holiday, such regular meeting may be rescheduled at the direction of the Council President.


Section 2.
 
Rule 4.301 (Regular Order of Business), Council Rules, is hereby amended to read as follows:

CHAPTER 4.  PROCEDURES

*  *  *
PART 3.  ORDER OF BUSINESS

RULE 4.301.
REGULAR ORDER OF BUSINESS.
(a)
The business of the Council, unless altered by the discretion of the Council President, shall be taken up at each regular meeting for consideration and disposition in the following order:

1.
Call to order

2.
Invocation and pledge of allegiance

3.
Roll call of the Council Members

4.
Approval of the minutes of previous meetings

5.
Communications from the Mayor

6.
Other miscellaneous communications and presentations

7.
Consent agenda

8.
Scheduled public hearings

9.
Quasi-Judicial actions

10.
Comments from the public

11.
Action upon resolutions on third reading

12.
Action upon ordinances on third reading

13.
Action on resolutions, emergency action

14.
Action on ordinances, emergency action

15.
Action upon resolutions on second reading

16.
Action upon ordinances on second reading

17.
Introduction of new resolutions

18.
Introduction of new ordinances

19.
Unfinished business

20.
New business

21.
Addition of addendum to agenda

22.
Comments from the public

23.
Adjournment
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(b)
Comments from the public given during the public comment times of the meeting, except scheduled public hearing comments, shall be limited to no more than three minutes per person and no person shall be allowed to give or transfer his/her time to speak to another person.  The comments from the public shall begin no earlier than 6:00 p.m. in any regular council meeting.
(c)
It is the intent of the Council that there should be no more than two (2) presentations, including presentation of framed resolutions, made at any regularly scheduled Council meeting.

Section 3.
 
Prospective Effective Date: The prospective effective date for the changes outlined in Ordinance 2006-192, shall be June 13, 2006.
Section 4.

This Ordinance shall become effective upon enactment by the Council.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: Margaret M. Sidman
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