Introduced by Council Members Gaffney & Bishop:
RESOLUTION 2008-302
A RESOLUTION EXPRESSING THE CITY OF JACKSONVILLE’S STRONG ENCOURAGEMENT THAT THE JACKSONVILLE TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY (JTA) UTILIZE THE TRADITIONAL J-BILL PROCESS OF AMENDING ITS LEGISLATIVE CHARTER; EXPRESSING OPPOSITION TO THE MANNER IN WHICH THE JTA IS PROCEEDING TO AMEND ITS ENABLING LEGISLATION, AND THE SUBSTANCE OF THAT LEGISLATION (HB 311 AND SB 1000); REQUESTING EMERGENCY PASSAGE; DIRECTING THE CHIEF OF LEGISLATIVE SERVICES TO FORWARD THIS RESOLUTION TO THE DUVAL LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION AND THE JACKSONVILLE TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE
WHEREAS, the consolidated government was created in Jacksonville in 1967, to combine, in a structured manner, the city and county functions of the City of Jacksonville and Duval County; and

WHEREAS, Section 18.07 of the Charter of the City of Jacksonville (Charter) includes the Jacksonville Transportation Authority (JTA) as one of the “independent agencies” of the City of Jacksonville; and
WHEREAS, Section 14.01, Charter, requires independent agencies entitled to receive appropriations to submit their fiscal year budgets to the Council; and the JTA does so; and
WHEREAS, Section 5.10, Charter, recognizes the JTA as being sufficiently connected with the Consolidated Government as to warrant being subject to audit by the Council Auditor; and
WHEREAS, the JTA was created by general law in Chapter 349, Florida Statutes, three of its members are appointed by the Mayor and confirmed by the Council; and the powers and duties set forth therein make clear that the purpose of the JTA is to serve the transportation needs of the Consolidated City of Jacksonville; and 

WHEREAS, the Consolidated City of Jacksonville has traditionally utilized a system of local “J-Bills” to effect State legislative changes to the Charter, and to the charters or legislative enactments of the independent agencies; and
WHEREAS, such J-Bill process requires a recommendation from the City of Jacksonville to the Duval Legislative Delegation as to each proposed change to the charter or legislative enactment creating the independent agency; and
WHEREAS, there is no meaningful or rational structural difference between the port and aviation authorities on the one hand, and the transportation and expressway authority on the other hand, and no reason that the JTA should not pursue legislative changes to its legislative enactment through the public J-Bill process that gets a formal recommendation from the City Council; and
WHEREAS, there has been insufficient time and opportunity for a public vetting of the issues raised in House Bill 311 and Senate Bill 1000, which propose to amend the JTA’s enabling legislation, all currently pending before the Legislature; and
WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Jacksonville recognizes many issues with the proposed legislation, including but not limited to the manner in which the legislation has been brought, and the transfer of authority from the City to the JTA regarding JTA’s obligation to use City Central/Internal Services; and
WHEREAS, the City believes that the legislation should be withdrawn for a year until properly vetted before the City Council; now therefore
BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville: 
Section 1.  JTA urged to seek legislative changes to its charter through the J-Bill process.  The City of Jacksonville hereby voices its strong encouragement to the Jacksonville Transportation Authority and to the Duval Legislative Delegation to utilize the familiar J-Bill process for changes to the JTA’s charter.  This process provides for more transparency and public input and allows a better opportunity for JTA stakeholders to provide input to and connect with the legislative process.
Section 2.  Duval Legislative Delegation urged to reject proposed House Bill 311 and Senate Bill 1000.  The City of Jacksonville hereby voices its strong recommendation to the Duval Legislative delegation to reject House Bill 311 and Senate Bill 1000 for many reasons including as foremost, but not limited to, the manner in which the legislation has been brought, and the transfer of authority from the City to the JTA, regarding JTA’s obligation to use City Central/Internal Services.  Furthermore, the City stresses that the JTA should be obligated to use all of the internal services, including legal services, made available by the City.

Section 3.

Requesting Emergency Passage Pursuant to Council Rule 4.901 – Emergency. The sponsor is requesting emergency passage of this legislation.  The nature of the emergency is that the legislature is presently considering the JTA legislation and this resolution needs to be forwarded in the most expedient manner practicable.

Section 4.

Directing to forward. The Council directs the Chief of Legislative Services to forward this resolution, to the Duval Legislative Delegation and to the Executive Director and Chairperson of the Board of the Jacksonville Transportation Authority. 

Section 5. 
Effective Date.

This resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature.
Form Approved:

_________________________
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