Introduced by Council Member Carter and Co-Sponsored by Council Member Brown: 

RESOLUTION 2014-120
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING REVEREND WILLIE O’NEAL TUCKER, SR., ON HIS 23RD PASTORAL ANNIVERSARY WITH GREATER ZION GROVE BAPTIST CHURCH; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the Reverend Willie O’Neal Tucker, Sr., was born and reared by a strict, loving, God fearing mother, Mrs. Alafair Tucker and was educated in the schools of Williamsburg County, South Carolina; and

WHEREAS, he relocated to Jacksonville, Florida and began his work in the public sector in 1961, retiring from Gulf Oil Company/BP Oil after twenty years and three months; 

WHEREAS, Rev. Tucker married the love of his life Mrs. Ethel L. Tucker in 1962, and they were blessed with four children; and

WHEREAS, Rev. Tucker referred to as Pastor Tucker is well known for his devotion to serving and witnessing to everyone, being a mentor, a friend to all, a father figure throughout the neighborhood; and 
WHEREAS, he has been committed to loving God, and spreading God’s Word long before accepting the call to ministry, as a member of the renowned Sunbeam Singers for over 27 years, a Steward just to name a few; and
WHEREAS, in 1983, he received his call from God to preach His Word at Allen Chapel AME Church under the leadership of Rev. Z.L. Tyrus, who ordained Pastor Tucker as an Itinerant Elder; and
WHEREAS, Pastor Tucker’s love for the elderly, the children, the sick and the poor is exemplified daily in his ministry, he oversees the pastoral care of the ministry which includes, but not limited to, a team of associate ministers, officiating weddings and memorial services, ministering to the sick and visiting the hospitals; and     
WHEREAS, Rev. Tucker answered the call to serve as shepherd of the Greater Zion Grove Missionary Baptist Church on May 21, 1991 and under his leadership and guidance new and improved advancements were made over the past decade (1991-2001) including the purchase of property on Jammes Road; and

WHEREAS, after serving the Greater Zion Grove congregation and community for fifteen years, Pastor Tucker heard the voice of the Lord speaking to him to build a new worship center, and he shared his vision with the congregation, and additional property was purchased and donated on 118th Street; and  
WHEREAS, building plans were developed in 2000, on April 4, 2004, Pastor Tucker being led by God’s Word and promises held a groundbreaking service for the new sanctuary, and on April 24, 2004 a building permit was secured and construction plans began; and 

WHEREAS, Pastor Tucker had been faithful and obedient, he marched the congregation into the spirit filled, new modern sanctuary and fellowship hall located at 6317 118th Street, in the Wesconnett community of Jacksonville, Florida on Wednesday, September 7, 2005, for its first service; and  
WHEREAS, the Greater Zion Grove Missionary Baptist Church, a multi-million dollar sanctuary currently sits on approximately two and three quarter acres with a membership of over 400 under the leadership of Pastor W.O. Tucker, Sr., the church has made additional purchases including four properties, a large passenger bus and van; now therefore,  

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby acknowledges the hard work and dedication of Reverend Willie O’Neal Tucker, Sr., as a man of God and shepherd committed to saving souls, giving back to the community and encouraging citizens to love one another and to live truthfully in the spirit of love and justice one to the other.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Yvonne P. Mitchell, City Council Research
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