

ADOPTED 3/13/12


Introduced by Council Members Brown, Daniels, Lee, Anderson,
Bishop, Boyer, Carter, Clark, Crescimbeni, Gaffney, Gulliford,
Holt, Jones, Joost, Love, Lumb, Redman, Schellenberg & Yarborough:
RESOLUTION 2012-189-A
A RESOLUTION MOURNING THE PASSING AND CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF WILLYE F. DENNIS; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
with the passing of Willye Dennis, a glimmering light of hope and a shining example of justice were dimmed in Jacksonville, her life-time home; and

WHEREAS,
though our hearts ache and we are deeply saddened by this loss, our hearts are brimming with pride, our lives have been enriched and the plight of countless individuals have been uplifted for having had Willye Dennis in our midst fighting our battles, shaping our City’s history and changing its landscape for the better; and
WHEREAS,
born in March 1926, Mrs. Dennis attended the Old Stanton High School, earned a Bachelor’s degree in 1953 from Atlanta’s Clark University and a Master’s degree in library science from Atlanta University; she subsequently pursued doctoral studies in public administration from Nova University; and
WHEREAS,
from 1951 to 1980, Mrs. Dennis worked in Jacksonville’s public library system, a fitting career for someone always anxious to implement and promote the potential and power of knowledge; and

WHEREAS,
in 1978, Mrs. Dennis founded Famco-Learning and Development, cited in 1978 as one of America’s best day care centers; and
WHEREAS,
throughout Willye Dennis’ distinguished tenure as Jacksonville branch president of NAACP, from 1984 through 1994, she led efforts to eradicate vestiges of racial segregation and discrimination, often at grave personal risk,  culminating in  a historic accord in 1990 to desegregate Duval County public schools; and
WHEREAS,
recognizing her leadership skills, the people sent her to Tallahassee to represent them in the Florida House of Representatives in 1992 and she served four terms; and


WHEREAS,
throughout her eventful life, Willye Dennis fought the good fight; she saw injustices and sought to right them; she fought the good fight, never swerving, eyes firmly fixed on the prize; her soft-spoken demeanor could never mask an iron-clad will to do what was right and to do what was just to achieve equality and respect for all; now therefore



BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Condolences. The City of Jacksonville does hereby mourn the passing and celebrate the life of Mrs. Willye F. Dennis, and extends our condolences to her family at this time of bereavement.


Section 2.

Effective Date.  This resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

   /s/ Margaret M. Sidman_______ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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